
Perfection with Peas 

A few notes on the talk given by John Trim 

For general growing purposes. Peas need fertile ground. Take out a shallow 
trench with a rake, apply a base fertiliser at 4oz per square yard. Sow the 
peas approx 3” apart.  

A safer method to avoid the attention of mice and slugs is to sow the peas in a 
seed tray and plant out when approx 6” tall. 

Give the peas something to climb up, netting or pea sticks’. 

Top varieties for sowing, Kelvedon Wonder for early cropping and Hurst 
Green Shaft for the main crop. 

Peas for exhibition. Top variety is Show Perfection. Introduced in 1957 from a 
cross between Evergreen and Suttons Achievement. A long straight pod that 
readily sets in excess of 10 peas per pod. 

In a normal year it takes 77 days from sowing the seed to showing. Soak the 
peas for 24 hours before sowing in small pots of potting compost. ‘2018 was 
exceptional in that it took just 9 weeks from sowing to mature peas ready for 
the show bench’.  

When the plants are 6” tall set them out approx 9” apart providing an 8’ cane 
to each plant. Fix the stem to the cane with string or pea rings as the plant 
grows. Remove all side shoots and tendrils to concentrate all the nutrients into 
the peas.  

Flowers should begin to form around 50 days from sowing. Remove any that 
appear before 50 days.  

Once pods form, remove any that show missing peas in the pod.  

When the plants set flowers the peas will be mature and ready for picking in 
22/25 days time.  

As a preventative against Powdery Mildew treat with SB plant Invigorator. 
Spray on a weekly basis up to pod set. ‘Do not spray the pods’. 

The day before the show cut the peas leaving a long stalk. Do not handle the 
pod as this would remove the bloom. Lay the pods in a box containing freshly 
cut nettles. That will preserve the bloom on your peas. Cover with more 
nettles for transport to the show. 

At the show display the peas on black cloth or a board. Stalks at the top. 
Cover with a sheet of newspaper or tissue.  

And the best of luck. 


