
 
 

NEWSLETTER   -   OCTOBER/NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020 
 

Hi everyone,  

This year my allotment has given me an outlet to the Corona restrictions along with many of my allotment colleagues.  The 

comradeship and exercise has certainly helped stimulate my mental health.  The sunshine and the warmth of the summer 

also helped.  For the second year my allotment has seen a wonderful display of roses, dahlias and gladiolus, also good crops 

of onions, carrots, runner beans, soft fruit, peppers, chillies and a bumper load of tomatoes.  My big disappointment this 

year was the low yield of my potato crop which I put down to a lack of water.  My biggest delight was the crop on my 

‘Howgate Wonder’ cooking apple which I put down to hardly any frost in spring.  Combined with the bumper crop of 

blackberries I will enjoy the blackberry and apple pies my wife will make.  

Just a reminder that the Trading Hut will be open on the five Saturdays in October to allow you to obtain your garlic, 

broad beans and other sundries, also to collect or return your order form for the Kings Discounted Seed Scheme. 

Lastly let me offer best wishes for a Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year from all the Committee. 

Harry Theobald. Editor 

 

14th Summer Horticultural Show 

The only results we have for the show are the Photography class – Galpin Challenge Cup Joint 1st Lindsey Bellringer and 

Duncan McBride, 2nd Benji Goehl, 3rd Sue Harris, 4th Brenda Talbot. 

 

Allotment Competition Winners 2020 

There was no Allotment Competition in 2020 

 

 A&GAS Annual General Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 27th October commencing at 7.30pm. Using the medium of zoom. 

 

Trading Hut 

The Trading Hut will be open only on Saturdays throughout October 9am to 12.30pm.  This will allow members to purchase 

Garlic (Solent White £1.60 per bulb) and Broad Bean (Aquadulce £2.00 a pint) and to stock up on compost and manure.  

We shall again be running the Kings Seeds Scheme.  Members need to come to the Trading Hut, take a Kings Seed 

catalogue, make their selections, and take 40% off the price on all packet seeds plus £1.20 carriage charge. The order 

must be filled in on the BLUE A4 SHEET with payment by cheque, if posted, made payable to Allotments & Gardens 

Association Salisbury, or either by cash or cheque if taken to the Trading Hut, or given to a Committee member.  

Saturday 24th October is the closing date for this year’s seed scheme. 

Next year’s seed potatoes have been ordered and there will be more information in the January newsletter including a list 

of the 20xs varieties available. 

We have also managed to secure our usual Violet Farm compost for 2021 and this will be on sale from Saturday 23rd 

January priced at £4.70 a bag. 

 

Talks 

The October talk will not be going ahead and we are trying to contact the speaker for the 12th November talk entitled 

‘Preparing a Garden for Wildlife’.  If this talk goes ahead it will be through the medium of zoom. 

We are planning talks for spring 2021 and hope that COVID 19 regulations will be eased so that we can go back to using a 

hall for the talks. 

 

SNIPPETS 

 

Next time you pop to the garden centre for some compost and a packet of seeds you could also pick up your weekly shopping. 

An exclusive partnership between supermarket chain Sainsbury’s and Dobbies Garden Centres will see a range of food and 

grocery products being offered alongside the usual horticultural fare.  Dobbies will be stocking 3,000 of Sainsbury’s own 

brand products, including chilled, fresh and frozen food, plus household and toiletry items in 66 of its 68 garden centres. 

 

In the first of a new series of exciting open-air events, plant and garden lovers got a socially distanced gardening fix 

recently at the sell-out Malvern Plant and Garden Fair. Restricted to 25 per cent of normal capacity, visitors had plenty of 

space to roam the 90 acre Three Counties Showground, browsing more than 200 plant and bulb nurseries. There were also 



celebrity speakers with flower arranging demonstrations, although there were no garden exhibits.  Depending on 

government guidelines, we’re starting to plan for another plant fair next year, hopefully in addition to RHS Malvern Spring 

Festival. 

 

‘A London Floral Illustrated Guide’ by Natasha Goodfellow, cost £8.50p, is a beautifully illustrated map that folds down to a 

handy pocket-sized document listing around 85 addresses leading you on a fragrant trail of London’s key floral destinations, 

from markets and nurseries to botanic and physic gardens via trend-setting florists and flower schools. Presented in an 

attractive slip case and divided by area.  Order from Finch Publishing on www.finchpublishing.co.uk  

 

A new flower market has opened in Chiswick, London, the first in 150 years.  Occurring on the first Sunday of each month, 

it is organised by a community-interest company to help revitalise the economy of the Chiswick High Road.  For more info 

visit www.chiswickflowermarket.com   

 

Which Gardening Best buys and top recommendations: Pale Dahlias ‘Penny Lane’ (Orange & white), ‘Star Wars’ (pinkish 

orange & yellow), ‘Waltzing Mathilda’ (coral & red), ‘Gallery Art Deco’ (orange & red), ‘Bahama Aprocot’, (pale apricot & 

white), ‘Karma Corona’ (salmon orange & yellow), ‘Fairway Star’ (bronze coral pink). 

Snack-size cucumbers: ‘Hopeline’ F1, ‘Passandra’ F1, ‘Cucino’ F1, ‘Rocky’ F1, ‘Sherpa’ F1, ‘Socrates’ F1.  

Alliums: ‘Eros’ (Lilac), ‘Globemaster’ (Purple), ‘Jacpot’ (Light Purple), ‘Ambassador’ (Violet), ‘Cristophii’ (Metalic Purple), 

‘Universe’ (Purple), Late flowering type: ‘Sphaerocephalon’ (Magenta). 

Sweet Peas for scent: ‘Gwendoline’ (Deep pink border on cream), ‘White Supreme’ (White), ‘Albutt Blue’ (Cream with blue 

wire-rim picotee), ‘April in Paris’ (Lilac tint on cream), ‘Cream Eggs’ (Cream with blue-wire picotee), ‘Turquoise Lagoon’ (Lilac 

shifting to turquoise). 

Strawberries: ‘Elsanta’, ‘Korona’, ‘Sweetheart’, ‘Malwina’, Manille’. 

Robot lawnmowers: ‘Bosch Indego S+400 (£840), Stihl RMI 422 (£1000), Husqvarna Automower 305 (£1100). 

 

Plants 

‘Super Bhindi’ is a relatively new okra introduction to the UK, which produces fruits ready to harvest from July to October – 

when grown under glass with as much light and heat as possible.  A pack of ten seeds is £1.85 from Nicky’s Nursery at 

www.nicks-nursery.co.uk 

 

Ivy is the most effective plant cover for cooling buildings and reducing humidity according to new research. Previously 

considered the scourge of brickwork our native ivy Hedera helix outperformed two other self-clinging creepers namely 

Virginia creeper and climbing hydrangea in terms of its cooling effect. Although all the plant species studied reduced air 

temperatures inside and out during summer daytimes by at least 1C compared to bare buildings, ivy reduced the internal and 

external wall temperature by 7.2C and 5.7C respectively.  Concern that leaf coverage also boosts the relative humidity (RH) 

causing potential damp issues on walls was also dispelled.  During warm winter afternoons the RH was 5.7 per cent lower 

inside ivy-covered surfaces compared to bare buildings. The research is an important step forward in growing our 

understanding of green walls. 

 

Around 13 million seeds from more than 70 UK native tree and shrub species are now safely stored in sub-zero underground 

vaults thanks to a seven year project.  More than 400 volunteers and staff from 30 partner organisations joined in the UK 

National Tree Seed Project, which launched in 2013 and ended in April this year.  All the seed is stored at the Millennium 

Seed Bank of the royal Botanic Gardens Kew, based at Wakehurst Place in West Sussex. Visit www.kew.org/wakenhurst  

  

Gardens 

It is a double celebration for RHS Partner Garden, Denmans Garden, West Sussex.  In the 50th year since its creation, the 

site is among 24 post war parks, gardens and landscapes to be newly listed or upgraded.  Denmans now has Grade II listing 

on the Natural Heritage List, along with the Beth Chatto Gardens, Essex; the landscape around Darlington’s Cummins Engine 

Factory; and the Jellicoe-designed water-course at the former Cadbury Chocolate Factory, Merseyside.  For more info visit 

www.thegardenstrust.org  

 

Across the country, three new garden attractions are opening this season.  Inspired by the beauty and diversity of the Veld 

flora is a new area in the South African Garden at Cornwall’s Eden Project.  The redesigned ‘Stew Ponds’ at Arundel Castle, 

West Sussex are renamed the Water Gardens, with three ponds connected with a boardwalk a rustic bridge and a boat 

house.  Friends of Birmingham Botanic Gardens have raised funds to create a new Urban Garden, due to open soon. Its three 

small gardens and a balcony will inspire visitors on how to maximise the use of small spaces. 

 

A spectacular collection of 23 Australian bottlebrush (Callistemon) plants has been donated to RHS Garden Wisley, Surrey 

and added to the Glasshouse displays.  Some are more than 30 years old, and mature enough to display peeling bark 

alongside their vibrant blooms.  Plants will be displayed in large pots as you approach the Welcome building, and on the 

lakeside terrace of the Glasshouse. T he less hardy ones will come indoors for winter. 

http://www.finchpublishing.co.uk/
http://www.chiswickflowermarket.com/
http://www.nicks-nursery.co.uk/
http://www.kew.org/wakenhurst
http://www.thegardenstrust.org/


 

The City of London, with almost 17 florists, nine parks and five gardens per square mile, is the nation’s top spot for all 

things floral and horticultural, a new survey has found.  The survey by Flowercard, which sells fresh flowers in a decorative 

card, looked at the number of public gardens, florists, garden centres and even how many Britain in Bloom awards each town 

or city had won. In second place was Falmouth, Cornwall, while Pitlochry in Scotland came third and Bath was fourth.  For a 

full list visit www.flowercard.co.uk  

 

An ambitious project to create a linear park along a disused railway line linking King’s Cross with nearby Camden Town in 

north London has been unveiled.  To move the venture forward the charity, The Camden Highline, has launched an 

international competition to design the 1.1km feature traversing an old viaduct across the city.  The winning team will work 

with community representatives to develop a scheme that keeps nature and local community at the focus of the approach 

while creating a facility with a potential to attract 1.3m visitors annually.  Work has already started with the founding of 

educational and volunteer programmes and the development of Camden Gardens pocket park. 

 

A display of hundreds of nerine blooms is going on show at a noted Hampshire garden this autumn.  Exbury Gardens in the 

New Forest has focused on developing new colour strains of South African Nerine sarniensis for many years.  The colour 

tones not only cover natural orange, scarlet and white, but also purple, pink, mauve, red, copper and bronze with some bulbs 

on sale at the exhibition, which is free to visit as part of the entry ticket.  The nerines will be displayed in the Five Arrows 

Gallery from Tuesday October 1st until the first week of November, 10am to 5pm.  Visit www.exbury.co.uk for more details 

and ticket information. 

 

Environment 

Seeds sent through the post from online marketplaces labelled as necklaces and earrings are entering the UK illegally, and 

causing biosecurity concerns.  Pea and tomato seeds were labelled as ‘necklaces’ while nasturtium seed was packaged as 

‘jewellery’’.  The packages came from China, but as the origin was not made clear at the point of sale, people were unaware 

they were in fact buying seeds from another country. vThere are strict phytosanitary requirements for plant material 

entering the country that could cause damage to our gardens, crops and environment.  People in countries including the UK, 

USA and Australia, have also been sent mysterious seeds – but this time they had not even ordered them.  If you have 

received suspicious seeds, email: planthealth.info@alpha.gov.uk for further information, search ‘Importing’ at rhs.org.uk  

 

Since 2019 the widely reported cases of weedkiller in compost and manure, there have been several more suspected cases 

reported this spring.  This has prompted organic organisations Garden Organic, the Soil Association, and the Organic 

Growers Alliance, to call for more action to avoid weedkiller residues, in particular aminopyralid, entering gardens and 

allotments.  Aminoppyralid is used by councils and farmers to remove broad-leaved weeds from grassland and pasture.  The 

current Health and Safety Executive guidelines state that treated plant material shouldn’t be used for composting or 

mulching and neither should manure from animals feed with treated crops.  Despite this, contaminations still seem to be 

occurring.  Susceptible crops include peas, beans and other legumes; carrots, parsnips; potatoes and tomatoes; lettuce and 

similar crops, with aminopyralid contamination showing as severely twisted, distorted leaves.  All suspected cases should be 

reported, so if you think your plants have been affected, it’s vital to report it to both Corteva and CRD at 

UKHotline@corteva.com and CRDEnforcement@hse.gov.uk  Make sure your email is titled ‘Aminoppyralid contamination’ 

 

Could you help save plant varieties by setting up a national collection of a particular genus?  Horticultural charity Plant 

Heritage has published Missing Genera a list of plants that currently don’t have a national collection.  Without a collection 

being set up, rare plant groups including the 10 genera on this year’s list could be lost forever.  You don’t necessarily need 

lots of space to have a collection either, as some are held in allotments, greenhouses or even indoors.  Find out more by 

visiting www.plantheritage.org.uk   

 

A pilot scheme enabling gardeners to buy pollinator-friendly plants from nurseries producing stock in environmentally 

friendly ways has been unveiled by the National Botanic Garden of Wales (NBGW).  The Saving Pollinators Assurance 

Scheme uses state-of-the-art DNA barcoding techniques to definitively identify which plants honeybees, solitary bees, 

bumblebees and hoverflies visit.  Based on 17 years research, the NBGW initiative counters the RHS Plants for Pollinators 

scheme, which currently lists around 560 UK native and exotic genera and species it considers useful.  For more information 

visit www.botanicgarden.wales/science/saving-pollinators/saving-pollinators-assurance-scheme 

 

A major rooftop farm and gardening project aiming to be Europe’s largest, is underway in Paris.  Covering 4,000 sq m of the 

rooftop of the city’s exhibition centre, the ambition is to increase growing capacity of the Agripolis project to 14,000 sq m 

by 2022.  Employing the skills of around 20 urban farmers, the hope is to produce 1000 kg of fruit and vegetables per day in 

peak season.  The equipment used is lightweight and no heavy soil is involved and the venture uses the intensive farming 

technique of vertical aeroponics, which cultivates crops in hollow tubes.  Eliminating the need for soil, roots suspended in air 

are sprayed with a mix of nutrients and water every 10 minutes minimising the risk of pests and diseases. The project is one 

http://www.flowercard.co.uk/
http://www.exbury.co.uk/
mailto:planthealth.info@alpha.gov.uk
mailto:UKHotline@corteva.com
mailto:CRDEnforcement@hse.gov.uk
http://www.plantheritage.org.uk/
http://www.botanicgarden.wales/science/saving-pollinators/saving-pollinators-assurance-scheme


of many the Paris City Hall authority is fostering as part of a plan to increase the amount of local food the capital 

generates.  For more info visit www.agripolis.eu   

 

Pests and Diseases 

The oak processionary moth became established in London and nearby after 2005.  From April to early July, greyish black, 

hairy caterpillars spend the day in a silken nest, emerging in processions to feed on oak foliage by night.  After leaf fall, 

these now-empty nests can be easier to spot on branches and trunks.  While they cause some defoliation on trees, it is the 

caterpillars’ toxic hairs that are the concern; these readily break off and can cause painful rashes and irritation to eyes and 

throats.  Caterpillars and nests should always be dealt with by a professional.  Several other species have similar hairs but 

do not form larval nests on oak.  A Government surveillance programme has divided the UK into three areas:  core zone – a 

large area of London where the moth is well established: buffer zone – around the core where attempts are being made to 

slow the moth’s spread: protected zone – rest of UK where eradication measures are taken if the moth is found.  In 2020, 

in addition to continued control, attempts were made in the buffer zone (West Sussex, Oxfordshire, Cheshire and 

Bedfordshire) to stop the moth from spreading further. 

 

A decision by the UK to enforce stricter import regulations on some plants and ban imports on others has been deemed by 

EU as ‘disproportionate’.  Defra’s regulations introduced by Defra in April to prevent the bacterium Xylella fastidiosa 

entering the UK are not legally enforceable and therefore the import of coffee and the conservatory plant Polygala 

myrtifolia will now be allowed, and tighter restrictions for exporters on the European mainland sending plants such as olive, 

lavender and rosemary will also now be removed. 

 

A good tip for next year is to register on www.blightwatch.co.uk for free and they will alert you if blight could be around in 

your postcode area. 

 

In 2019 box tree moth became the top enquiry received by RHS Entomology for the third year in a row.  It is now 

considered to be a ‘common resident’ being widely distributed across southern England.  Box tree moth overwinters on 

plants as caterpillars (larvae) that become active, resume feeding on box leaves and even bark, as the weather warms.  From 

March these larvae will have hatched from eggs laid the previous summer.  We now know that there are predators of box 

tree moth present in Britain, parasitoid wasps and flies, ants and spiders, as well as some garden birds. F or control 

measures search ‘Box tree caterpillar’ at www.rhs.org.uk  

 

Technology 

The RHS is adopting the University of Oxford’s BRAHMS software, designed for managing natural history data, to make its 

plant naming, herbarium and garden collections data more accessible to researchers.  Gardeners will benefit from enhanced 

information on the RHS website 

You will soon be able to operate your new Bosch and Gardena cordless gardening tools with one interchangeable 18V battery. 

Bosch is opening up its technology to other manufacturers, with more set to join in future, so you no longer are tied to just 

one brand, or have multiple batteries and charges for your cordless tools. 

 

Research 

New research from the University of Alabama and Oakwood University has found that electrical signals generated by 

tomato plants can pass through the soil using the network created by mycorrhizal fungi.  The research raises questions 

about whether individual plants can communicate with each other using the fungi network. 

 

Grafting plants together could be revolutionised thanks to work by Japanese scientists at Nagoya University.  They recently 

found the tobacco plant Nicotiana benthamiana promotes the adhesion of tissue and can maintain grafts between a broad 

range of species.  Results showed that nicotiana, used as either scion or rootstock, succeeded in maintaining grafts for more 

than a month with 73 species in 38 families, facilitated by an enzyme secreted by the tobacco plant. 

 

Wildlife 

UK hedgehogs have been classed as ‘vulnerable’ in the first Red List for British Mammals from The Mammal Society.  For 

more info visit www.mammal.org.uk  

 

Conservation charity Buglife is calling on farmers, businesses, public bodies and individuals to plant wildflowers along its     

B-Lines network in a bid to restore habitats that pollinators depend on.  The B-Lines project is hoping to create a network 

of wildflower highways across the UK.  The map joins the dots between existing wildflower habitats in England and 

identifies suitable routes between them that could be turned into wildflower pathways for pollinators. 

 

The rapid decline of insect life has to be addressed before our ecosystems collapse, a new report has warned. The Wildlife 

Trusts has published ‘Reversing the Decline of Insects’ which shows how people in all walks of society across the whole of 

the UK can take action to bring back insects and become an ‘insect champion’.  For more info visit www.wildlifetrusts.org  

http://www.agripolis.eu/
http://www.blightwatch.co.uk/
http://www.rhs.org.uk/
http://www.mammal.org.uk/
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/

