
 
 

NEWSLETTER   -   OCTOBER/NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2021 
 

Hi everyone,  

The growing year has not been very good with a mixture of heat, then frosts nearly every night for a month then very wet 

at times now back to drought conditions. Lots of members have spoken of crop failures, problems with early blight and the 

increase of rat activity on plots. 

The latest update on the relocation of the Trading HQ to Fisherton Farm A allotment site is continuing and we our planning 

to make an application to the National Lottery for funding.  

Just a reminder that the Trading Hut will be open only on the five Sundays in October from 9.30am to 12.30pm to allow 

you to collect or return your order form for the Kings Discounted Seed Scheme. We will also open on one Sunday in 

November for the collection of the seeds ordered through Kings and the last chance to buy garden sundries as we will not 

re-open again until January 22nd 2022. 

Lastly let me offer best wishes for a Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year from all the Committee. 

Harry Theobald. Editor 

 

15th Summer Horticultural Show 

The results from the show are as follows: John Burden Cup most points overall – Sandra Ellis, The Mayor’s Challenge Cup 

most points vegetables & fruit – Sandra Ellis, Bowen-Davis Cup most points cookery and preserves – Mary Onstenk   Bert 

Shergold Cup most points flowers – Mark Potter, Galpin Challenge Cup most points photography – Duncan McBride,  Small 

Challenge Cup most points in fun classes –Sandra Ellis,  A&GAS Rose Bowl most points flower arranging - Pamela Hanan . 

Jenny Humphries Memorial Cup mixed coloured sweet peas class 42 – Louise Robinson - Woledge  A&GAS Shield most 

points handicraft – Pamela Hanan , A&GAS Art Trophy most points art – Not Presented  A&GAS Wine Trophy – Stephen 

Day , Darren Blick Cup winner long carrots class 4 – Sandra Ellis , Derek Jay Dahlia Cup winner class 33 –  Mark Potter,  

Mole Valley Country Stores Cup best in show – Stephen Day  (Class 16 Large Tomatoes), RHS Banksian Medal most points 

in horticultural section – Sandra Ellis , Garden News Top Tray vegetables – Sandra Ellis, Garden News Top Vase flowers – 

Sandra Ellis 

 

Allotment Competition Winners 2021 

Overall Winner: Stephen and Carole Day - Tunnel 

The Butts                                 Cow Lane                                  London Road 

Terence White                                        Emma Pearce (Best Newcomer)                Frank Harrison (Best Newcomer) 

David Shearing & Amanda White              

John Coakley (Best Newcomer)                                                                   

Coldharbour Lane                        Fisherton Farm                            Stratford Road 

Mr M Sartin                                     (A) Debbie Neale                                            Christine Pape                                                                                                              

Chris & Pam Christian                       (A) Lauren Morgan (Best Newcomer)              Colin Whatley 

                                                        (A) Steve Shepherd (Best Newcomer)           Chris & Cathy Goddard (Best Newcomers) 

                                                        (C) Nigel Ansty 

                                                        (C) James Haggaty 

                                                        (D) Cynthia Orsini (Best Newcomer) 

Warres Acre                            Tunnel                                          

Richard Shaw                                         Stephen & Carole Day 

Tony Oke                                               Mary Reardon 

John Toon                                              Diane Youngman (Best Newcomer) 

Yvonne Toon                                           Robert Hope 

                                             

A&GAS Annual General Meeting 

The 15th AGM will be held on Monday 25th October 7.30pm at Dennis Marsh House, Westminster Road, Salisbury SP2 7DG. 

The Committee look forward to seeing you there. We are always on the lookout for new Committee members or members to 

do the odd shift in the Trading Hut at weekends. If you are interested in joining us, please contact Harry Theobald on 

01722 415880. 

 

 

 



Trading Hut 

The latest newsletter for the Salisbury Riverside project has just been published and can be viewed in the Trading Hut HQ. 

At present we are well stocked up with bags of manure (2.50p a bag), Violet Farm reduced peat multi-purpose compost at 

(£4.70p a bag), also white and red onions and shallots, garlic and broad beans to plant now and grow through the winter to 

beat the blackfly. 

The varieties of potatoes we hope to have when we re-open in January are: First Early; Casablanca, Foremost, 

International Kidney, Maris Bard, Red Duke of York and Rocket. Second Early; Charlotte, Estima, Kestral, Marfona, Nadine, 

Wilja. Main Crop; Blue Bell, Cara, Desiree, King Edwards, Maris Piper, Picasso, Pink Fir Apple, Sarpo Mira, Sentanta.  All the 

potatoes come in 2.5kg nets at a cost of £2.80 except Pink Fir Apple, Sarpo Mira and Sentanta which are £3.10p a net. 

 

Talks 

Although we are not running any more talks in 2021, we have been given the programmes of two other local garden clubs.              

Their details are Stratford Sub Castle Gardening Club: A friendly society, who 

 meet on the last Thursday of the month September to June, at Stratford-sub-Castle Reading Room, SP1 3LL, which has 

free parking. Membership is £12 per year and visitors are £3 per meeting. The contact is Barry Goldsmith, Tel 01722 

332169, or email barryjhngoldsmith@yahoo.co.uk ,  

Their programme of talks is October 28th ‘Dave Moon “The History and Gardens of the National Gardens Scheme”, 

November 25th Nick Gilbert “Gilbert Nursery’s Dahlia Year”, January 27th 2022, Matt Simpson “Simpsons Seeds and the 

Walled Gardens at Longleat”, February 24th Christine Stones,” Victorian Gardening-Ingenuity and Hard Work”, March 31st 

Ray Broughton “Make the most of your garden” 

The second club is the Five Villages Horticultural Society. They meet on the fourth Thursday Jan-May and Sept to Nov at 

Newton Tony Memorial Hall which has free parking. Membership is £10 per year and visitors are £3 a meeting. You can 

contact the Membership Secretary on 01980 629646. Their talks are 28th October 7.30pm, Paul Jupp “Meadow in my 

Garden”. 11th November 7.30pm (zoom) Stephen Powles “In Pursuit of the improbable Part 1”, 25th November 7.30pm, 

Sara Willman “Christmas Wreaths”, 27th January 2022, 7pm Nick Gilbert “Dahlias” (Mini Show, Bring and Eat Supper) 

 

SNIPPETS 

The RHS is hoping to track down information about a 19th century botanical illustrator. It discovered poems, doodles, plant 

specimens and a cartoon tucked into a copy of The English flora from 1830. The owner, Isabella A Allen, was obviously a 

keen plants woman but that’s all that is known about her. Fiona Davison, head of libraries and exhibitions for the RHS, has 

asked for anyone who is aware of an Isabella A Allen in their family tree to get in touch 

 

Manufacturers of mowers are reassuring the public that the new petrol e10- won’t harm machines, whether new or old All 

STIGA powered garden products, including those from Mountfield and ATCO, Stihl power tools and mowers and Briggs and 

Stratton engines will run on the new e10 standard fuel. The real consideration according to STIGA is storage and usage as 

e10 has a much shorter shelf life than e5, so it is recommended to only purchase it in quantities that can be used within 30 

days. If you are still not sure, information is available online from most mower manufacturers or contact your mower agency 

for advice. 

 

Horticulture could boost the economy by billions and help meet UK climate and environmental goals but is being hampered 

from doing so by a lack of government commitment a new landmark report concludes. Currently estimated to contribute 

around £24 billion to the countries coffers, the British public’s embrace of green space during the pandemic and the 

industry’s role in helping combat climate change, the report projects the contribution could be worth £41.8 billion by 2030. 

The report Growing a Green Economy. The Importance of ornamental horticulture and landscaping in the UK, was 

commissioned by industry think-tank panel the Ornamental Horticulture Roundtable Group from researchers Oxford 

Economics and Foresight Factory. Their seven key areas for government collaboration are: Seeing greater use of British 

produced plants in public projects – Integrating nature and gardening into key national campaigns – Supporting the 

public’s physical and mental wellbeing through horticulture – More proportionate plant health regime for imported 

seeds and plants – Targeting garden destinations in strategic VisitBritain campaigns – Recognising and addressing skill 

shortages in ornamental horticulture – Research and development, best practice for plant health and biosecurity. 

 

The Uk’s largest garden centre chain, Dobbies, has opened its third small-scale High-Street plant centre. located in 

Westbourne Grove, West London, - Little Dobbies - on the success of its first two new format stores in Edinburgh and 

Bristol. As with the other stores, the shop is horticulturally focused with a careful curated range of houseplants. 

Convenience and sustainable gardening products are also available, complemented by a range of selected gifts and seasonal 

products. Educational point of sale provides top tips on what houseplants will work where and how to look after them. This 

brings Dobbies total open stores to 72 across the UK, with another Little Dobbies in Chiswick in the pipeline. For more 

information visit: www.dobbies.com  

 

 

 

mailto:barryjhngoldsmith@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.dobbies.com/


If you love brewing beer, it may be the time to form your own community hop growing group. The group can grow their own 

hops using dwarf cultivars such as ’First Gold’ and ‘Prima Donna’. Collectively they are known as hedgerow hops and grow to 

only 2.5-3m (8-10ft). They self-train up a fence or trellis and once established, need little aftercare, though in drought 

should be watered. Hops grow best in free-draining soil, with good sun. While a pot might do for the first year, the large 

rhizome of a hop plant really needs to grow in the ground.  The first step for a new community group is to find a willing 

craft brewery. There is no central brewing organisation, but the founder of community brewing, Stephen Wakeford, is 

‘happy to act as a “post box” to help others set up a group. To contact him go to www.dealhopfarm.org.uk  

 

Pots from old rope and fishing nets have won the first RHS Chelsea Sustainable Garden product of the Year Award. The 

13cm (5in) pots and saucers are made by Ocean Plastic Pots, a new company set up by former commercial diver Ally Mitchell. 

The company plans to make 5,000 pots this year and introduced a larger size to its range. For details search: ‘Chelsea 

product’ at www.rhs.org.uk  

 

Tomatoes were a high-profile exhibit at this year’s Chelsea Flower Show. They showcased 10 typical varieties that have 

helped shape the evolution of the globally grown crop since the fruit was introduced into Italy in the 16th century as an 

ornamental novelty. The exhibit was influenced by a book to be published next year by American author William Alexander, 

entitled Ten Tomatoes That Changed The World: How an ‘Odious and Repulsive-Smelling Berry’ Became Our Most Loved (and 

Hated) Vegetable. The 10 varieties were ‘Cocktail Crush’, ‘San Marzano’, ‘Nagina’, ‘Heinz 1370’, Romello’, ‘Big Boy’, 

‘LongKeeper’, ‘Brandy Boy,’ ‘Cherry Baby’. 

 

Which Gardening Best buys and top recommendations: 

Dwarf Bulbs for pots: Crocus ‘Ladykiller’ (white, purple), Crocus ‘Orange Monach’ (orange), Muscari armeniacum ‘Blue Spike’ 

(blue), Muscari aucheri ‘Blue Magic’ (blue), Narcissus ‘Jetfire’ (yellow,orange). Narcissus ‘Pipit’ (yellow), Scillia 

mischtschenkoana  (white), Tulipa Biflora (white, yellow), Crocus ‘Ruby Giant’ (purple), Scilla siberica ‘Spring Beauty’ (blue), 

Tulipa saxatilis Bakeri Group ‘Lilac Wonder’ (pink, yellow)  

Shallots: (Autumn planted) ‘Jermor’, (Spring planted) ‘Mikor’, ‘Vigarmor’ 

Autumn sown Lettuce: ‘Arctic King’, ‘Winter Density’, ‘Rouge d’Hiver’. 

Sweet Peas for pots: ‘Fantasia Mixed’,( blue, violet, red, pink, purple), ‘Dark Sprite’ (maroon, violet), ‘Sweetie Mix’ (pink, 

salmon, lilac, white), ‘Cupid Pink’ (pink, white), ‘Salmon Cherub’ (Salmonpink). 

Garlic: ‘Carcassonne Wight’ (pink hardneck), ‘Red Duke’ (pink hardneck), ‘Extra Early Wight’ (white hardkneck), ‘Provence 

Wight’ (purple stripes softneck), ‘Vellelado Wight’ (wight softneck). 

Easy Succulents for Patio Pots: (half-hardy types -2) Echeveria elegens, Echeveria ‘Duchess of Nuremberg’, Echeveria 

glauca ‘Silver Lining’, (frost-hardy types -6), Aeeonium ‘Phoenix Flame’, Aloe artistata, Echeveria agavoides ‘Ebony’, (hardy 

types -15) Sedeveria ‘Letizia’, Semppervivum ‘Gulle Dame’, Sempervivum calcareum, Sempervivum ‘Green Ice’. 

Tree Lilies: ‘Black Beauty’ (dark pink), Conca d’Or’ (yellow), ‘Formia’ (dark red), ‘Friso’ (white, pink), ‘Miss Feya’ (dark pink), 

‘Scheherezade’ (dark red and cream), ‘Sucinto’ (white, pink), ‘Terrasol’ (yellow), ‘Anastasia’ (pale pink, dark pink), ‘Cali’ (pale 

pimk). 

Shrubs for Wildlife: (spring) Flowering currant (Ribes), Holly, Hawthorn, (summer) Elder, Hebe, Buddleia. (autumn) Hazel, 

Berberis. (winter) Sweet Box, Witch Hazel, Viburnum, 

Achilleas: ‘Coronation Gold’ (yellow), ‘Lilac Beauty’ (pink), ‘Moonshine’ (yellow), ‘Walther Funcke’ (deep orange), ‘Cloth of Gold’ 

(yellow), ‘Pink Grapefruit’ (pink), ‘Pomegranate’ (dark pink). 

Spring Onions: ‘North Holland Blood Red’ (red), ‘Performer’ (white), ‘Shomonita’ (white), ‘White Lisbon’ (white), ‘Deep Purple’ 

(red), ‘Lilia’ (red), ‘Ramrod’ (white), ‘Tipeka’ (white) 

Cosmos: ‘Apollo Carmine’ (dark pink), ‘Candy Stripe’ (pink, white), ‘Capriola’ (pink, white), ‘Fizzy Rose Picotee’ (pink, white), 

‘Cupcakes Blush’ (pale pink), ‘Kiiro’ (pale Yellow). 

Robot Mower: Bosch Indego M 700 

Grass Trimmers: Stihl FSA 60R, EGO ST1401E-ST 

Lawnmower: Stihl RMA 443 VC, AK-KO Comfort 51.0 SP-A 

 

Plants 

Bees and gardeners alike will love new Allium ‘Lavender Bubbles’’ It beat more than 93 entries in a Horticultural Trades 

Association competition to be named ‘Best in Show’. It is already available through some nurseries, retailers and selected 

mail-order companies. 

 

The Rose of the Year award for 2022 has been given to ‘It’s A Wonderful Life’. Bred by Northern Ireland’s Dickson Roses, 

the blossoms of this compact, floribunda-flowering shrub rose produce masses of Chinese coral and peach flowers on a well-

rounded 1m high bush. As each sweetly scented bloom possesses more than 60 petals it’s also ideal for cutting. Visit 

www.dickson-rosees.co.uk to reserve plants. 

 

http://www.dealhopfarm.org.uk/
http://www.rhs.org.uk/
http://www.dickson-rosees.co.uk/


Sunflowers face east because it helps them produce more seeds by attracting more bees, according to researchers in 

California. While growing, sunflowers turn their heads to track the sun during the day, but when their stems become stiff 

and woody as their heads mature, this movement decreases until all the heads face the morning sun. 

 

Gardens 

You can now take a virtual tour of Alnwick Gardens in Northumberland. Using newly captured Google Street View, visitors 

can virtually walk through the famous Poison Garden and Treehouse Restaurant, as well as learning about The Duchess’s Gate 

and Alnwick’s charitable programmes. Take the virtual tour at www.artsandculture.google.com/partner/alnwick-garden  

 

The Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew is launching a festival celebrating the plants, art and culture of Japan to run from 

October 2-31. Horticultural displays will take over in Kew’s Temperate House Octagons with a special commissioned Chalk 

Garden, inspired by Japan’s southern cliffs, demonstrating contemporary Japanese garden design in a British landscape. A 

spectacular display celebrating the chrysanthemum, Japan’s national flower, which features on passports and banknotes and 

is renowned as a symbol of longevity, rejuvenation, and goodwill across Japan every autumn. The display features six 

varieties of chrysanthemums with yellow and orange blooms creating a blaze of autumn colour. For more info visit: 

www.kew.org  

 

With Lord Foster’s Great Glasshouse at its centre and a wealth of environmental and landscape projects now under way, the 

National Botanic Garden of Wales has turned its attention to unveiling its origins as the original 18th century Regency 

pleasure garden. After more than five years of landscaping, at a cost of £7 million, the Regency Restoration Project is the 

largest piece of work undertaken by Carmarthenshire’s Botanic Garden since it opened in May 2000. More than 200 years 

ago, Middleton Hall and its extensive estate, owned by wealthy colonialist and politician William Paxton, was one of the UK’s 

finest water parks. The £37 million investment sees restoration of a 1.5km lake, a waterfall, and a cascade; a new 350m-

long dam and six new bridges. For details visit www.botanicgarden.wales  

 

Scotland’s premier botanic garden has unveiled its vision for the future as work on a £70 million upgrade to its glasshouses 

gets underway, The Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, which also includes the satellite gardens of Benmore, Dawyck and 

Logan, will help the Scottish government fulfil its National Outcomes policy in five key areas, namely the environment in 

terms of dealing with climate change and the biodiversity crisis and help support the Scottish economy via tourism and 

other entrepreneurial initiatives. For more info visit www.rbge.org.uk  

 

Helmsley Walled Garden is raising money to restore its orchid house. At present the greenhouse only contains a display of 

pelargoniums, but the garden staff hope to install heating in one section to give the orchids the right growing conditions 

over winter. You can donate at www.helmsleywalledgarden.org.uk/support-us/donate  

 

An impressive feat of horticultural engineering and plant know-how has resulted in a bit of Greece finding a new home in one 

of Kent’s most famous gardens. The Delos Garden is now open at the National Trust’s Sissinghurst Castle Garden. Thriving 

now are cork oaks, a 50-year-old pomegranate, and 6,000 perennials, grasses and annuals. For more information visit: 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk  

 

Twelve Cumbrian gardens, each renowned heritage locations, have joined forces in a bid to attract more visitors in the wake 

of the pandemic. As part of the Cumbria’s Living Heritage programme the gardens have launched ‘Break for the Herbaceous 

Border’ a guide to the gardens and their history. Visit www.cumbriaslivingheritage.co.uk to download the full guide. 

 

A major exhibition by renowned South African sculptor Anton Smit has opened at Leonardslee Lakes and Gardens in West 

Sussex. Entitled The Walk for Life it can be viewed seven days a week and is included in the entrance fee for Leonardslee. 

For more info visit: www.leonardsleegardens.co.uk  

 

Community gardens are appearing in the most unlikely settings now, even over the Sea! Walk onto the pier at Ryde on the 

Isle of Wight where you’ll find planters filled with aromatic herb plants, all free for public use. The planters were brought 

back to life by local charity, Aspire Ryde, to brighten up the pier and support biodiversity. It’s part of island transport 

company Wightlink’s Green Agenda which incorporates initiatives to protect the environment. For more info visit 

www.aspireryde.org.uk  

 

Chelsea Physic Garden in London is getting a national Lottery Heritage Fund grant of £680,700 to help it restore its 

historic range of Victorian-designed glasshouses. The project aims to repair and preserve the garden’s iconic glass 

structures for at least the next 50 years. The glasshouses – home to a range of rare and sub-tropical plants- need 

significant repair to restore them to their former glory. The work will begin this spring and will be completed by 2023.  
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Environment 

Compost producer Westland is launching a peat-reduced formula for Jack’s Magic All Purpose Compost. The firm favourite 

with gardeners will now have a 50:50 blend with 50% B103, Westland’s next generation peat replacement technology. The 

formulation is designed to outperform peat-based blends. Its ingredients include biofibre and coir. It will be available to 

buy from 1 January 2022. 

 

A once-in-a-decade visitor attraction lasting six months from April 2022, is transforming 60ha (148 acres) in the 

Netherlands, With the theme of ‘Growing Green Cities, Floriade 2022 at Almere, 42km (30 miles) from Amsterdam, will 

blend sustainability with technology and horticulture through a living expo from 400 participants. Planting of around 90,000 

shrubs and 180,000 perennials enhance what will later become a business and community area. For more info visit 

www.floriade.com  

 

How to Garden the Low Carbon Way This insightful book that is written by Sally Nex is packed with ideas to develop a 

climate and eco-friendly garden. Underpinned by scientific research, the accessible and informative text provides practical 

advice on soil maintenance, no-dig gardening, plants that are best at absorbing carbon dioxide, the best low-carbon 

fertilisers, and cutting out single-use plastic. Issued as a paperback, the title is UK printed on FSC-accredited paper using 

environmentally friendly technology with just a single colour.   On sale at RHS Books for £12.99. 

 

Tiny forests the size of tennis courts are springing up in towns across the UK under the governments’ commitment to plant 

more trees. Environmental charity Earthwatch has government funding for 12 ‘Miyawaki’ forests densely planted with native 

trees to maximise biodiversity. For more info go to www.earthwatch.org.uk/get-involved/tiny-forests  

 

A new edition of the late Beth Chatto’s guide to sustainable planting is going on sale on 23 September, 31 years after it was 

first published. The Green Tapestry revisited teaches how to make the most of the natural conditions your garden offers 

by growing plants that will thrive in them without the need for watering or spraying. The results of this philosophy have 

made Beth’s Garden in Essex enduringly popular for its beauty and resilience. 

 

Tree canopy in the North East of England is set to increase to 30% by 2050 from the new North East Community Forest. 

Up to 500ha of trees across six local councils will be planted to bring people closer to nature and help mitigate the negative 

effects of climate change, A similar area is planned for Plymouth and South Devon Community Forest, trebling in size by 

2034. For more info visit: www.englandscommunityforests.org.uk 

 

Retailers are setting new targets to phase out peat in bagged growing media. Dobbies Garden centres has pledged to only 

sell peat-free bagged composts from the end of 2021. Supermarket Waitrose has set 2022 as a target for phasing out 

bagged compost with peat, while DIY retailer B&Q has made a commitment for the following year. The C0-OP has already 

switched, and this spring only sold Westland’s New Horizon peat-free compost in its 1,100 stores that sell compost. 

 

An amazing transformation is taking shape at Wakehurst in Sussex, where six acres of magnificent, sweeping grassland 

inspired by the prairies of North America are being created at the heart of Kew’s wild botanic garden. This new and 

ambitious landscape-the first of its kind in the UK- aims to bring the essence of the American prairie to Wakehurst. With 

only one per cent of the diverse prairie ecosystem remaining worldwide this project will take place over the next two years 

as 50,000 plants of 105 different species, are sown across the landscape, evolving into swathes of colour and texture. 

 

The National Trust has announced 46 new blossom projects will be planted on land in its care across the country over the 

next few months as part of its ambition to create hundreds of floral spaces in urban areas. Coventry is the latest city to 

confirm plans for a new blossom garden, joining similar areas in Newcastle, Nottingham, and Plymouth. Other projects 

include new orchards at Stourhead in Wiltshire and Antony in Cornwall, the creation of a new edible forest of fruit and nut 

trees with blossoming hedgerows at Clumber Park in Nottinghamshire, a new avenue of flowering cherry trees at Anglesey 

Abbey in Cambridgeshire, as well as new blossoming trees at Winston Churchill’s home, Chartwell in Kent. Further plans 

include 750 blossoming trees in the South Lakes to become the next generation of blossom trees in the area and replacing 

lost trees in the orchard at Crom in Northern Ireland. In the Gower and Brecon Beacons, in Wales, there will be new 

blossom trees planted and a blossom garden is planned for Charterhouse Heritage Park in Coventry. The new plans are 

supported by players of People’s Postcode Lottery and CJ Wildlife, as well as the National Trust. 

 

The RHS is calling on the nation’s gardeners to mobilise in the battle against climate change. It has launched a national 

planet-friendly gardening campaign as part of its ambitious new Sustainability Strategy; focusing on small things we can all 

do that ultimately lead to big results. RHS research shows that if each of the UK’s 30 million gardeners planted a medium-

sized tree and nurtured it to maturity, they would store the carbon equivalent of driving 11 million times around the planet! 

And if each person made an average of 190kg of compost a year, this would save the carbon equivalent to heating 506,000 

average-sized houses for a year. The RHS is committed to using its own community outreach work to help Britain’s 30 million 

gardeners make a positive contribution. But they can’t harness this potential alone. They need government support for 

http://www.floriade.com/
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planet-friendly gardens, including funding for research and development in horticultural science, as well as financially 

supporting community gardens in schools, NHS Trusts, and public spaces. As part of the initiative, the RHS is introducing an 

online ‘planet-friendly sustainability calculator’, enabling gardeners to make more informed decisions around gardening 

choice. Collectively, the actions of the nation’s gardeners can create positive change and help us adapt to and mitigate 

against the climate crisis. The RHS aims to be climate positive by 2030- capturing and reducing more greenhouse gas 

emissions than it emits. Other targets to achieve by 2030 are to eliminate all single-use plastic and ensure that all 

packaging is 100 per cent reusable, recyclable or compostable in all RHS work and to be water neutral- capturing, reusing, 

and recycling water in RHS gardens, shows and sites. There are three ways we can all help, Grow to maturity, a small tree 

stores up to 376kg of carbon, a medium tree 511kg and a large tree 3,350kg: Use rainwater rather than the outside tap- 

pledge to switch from mains to rains, visit www.mains2rains.uk : Electrify your garden as almost 40 per cent of us are still 

using tools powered by fossil fuel, averaging nine litres of petrol per year. 

 

Pests and Diseases 

Disease resistance in watermelons has been given a significant boost with the discovery of what is thought to be the origin 

of the fruits we enjoy eating and growing today. Using DNA sequencing, scientists have discovered the closest relative of 

melons grown today is the Sudanese desert vine known as the Kordofan melon chosen by early farmers because of its non-

bitter taste and whitish pulp. Study at chromosome level has shown although the Kordofan melon has good disease 

resistance, some of the key genes responsible for healthy cropping have been lost during selective breeding. It is hoped the 

discovery will lead to new disease-resistant cultivars with reduced reliance on pesticides. 

 

The discovery of two populations of the destructive Pine beetle in Kent has triggered the introduction of emergency 

measures. Found in Europe, the eight-toothed spruce bark beetle can mass attack trees laying eggs under bark, overcoming 

natural defences, and spreading a damaging blue stain fungus, which then takes hold. Under the right environmental 

conditions, the combined effect can lead to extensive tree deaths, but poses no threat to human health. As a result, the 

movement of conifer plants and material capable of spreading the pest, which includes Christmas tree Picea abies has been 

restricted in demarcated areas of Kent and Sussex. Visit www.forestresearch.gov.uk for details on how to report sightings. 

 

Wildlife 

The endangered forester moth has been spotted at a proposed development site in Hertfordshire. The green iridescent-

winged moth only feeds on certain wildflowers and has lost many habitats. The Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust have 

said the area in Maple Cross must not be turned onto proposed warehouses. 

 

Habitual feeding of garden birds may be having unintended consequences on some bird populations, a new scientific paper 

suggests. Research from Manchester Metropolitan University proposes that habitual garden feeder users such as blue tits 

and great tits, have swelled in such numbers that they are ousting more sensitive species, such as willow and marsh tits, 

from nesting sites. Blue tits are very dominant and the reasons for the decline in willow tits is that 40% of their nesting 

attempts fail because blue tits steal their nesting cavities. Large populations of blue tits might also be affecting the 

populations of summer migrant pied flycatchers who compete for the same nesting sites. 

 

Autumn and winter are great times to spot birds in your garden as they come to feeders or fresh water. You can now 

contribute your bird-watching data to the British Trust for Ornithology using a new online tool called BirdTrack. BirdTrack 

is free to use and provides a place to store and manage your own bird-spotting records online. These will be used to support 

species conservation at local, regional, national, and even international scales. To find out more about BirdTrack go to 

www.bto.org/our-science/projects/birdtrack  

 

A petition calling for a government ban on the use of pesticides in urban areas, and axing their sale for use in gardens, has 

been launched by a range of conservation and health charities. National bee expert and university lecturer Professor David 

Goulson is spearheading the move and the initiative has the support of 15 organisations including the RSPB, Friends of the 

Earth, The Soil Association, Garden Organic, Alliance for Cancer Prevention, Parkinson’s UK and the Bumblebee Conservation 

Trust, this coincides with the publication of Coulson’s book Silent Earth. 

 

Gardeners are being asked to ‘map your log pile’ to help save endangered stag beetles and other wildlife. The call comes 

from wildlife charity the People’s Trust for Endangered Species. It’s asking anyone with a garden or access to a local green 

space including school playgrounds, church yards, parks, allotments and traditional orchards – to create a log pile (or 

pyramid) for stag beetles and other invertebrates and record their location online. Once your log pile, pyramid and/or tree 

stumps are in place, simply record their location at www.stagbeetles.ptes.org. 

 

The UK’s gardeners are being called upon to build more ponds and water features to help the countries dragonfly population, 

which is suffering due to pollution and loss of natural habitat. Exbury Gardens, in the New Forest, is leading the way after 

being designated a ‘dragonfly hotspot’, thanks to its new Dragonfly Pond learning zone. It joins an important national 

network of British Dragonfly Society hotspots. For more info visit www.exbury.co.uk  

http://www.mains2rains.uk/
http://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/
http://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/birdtrack
http://www.stagbeetles.ptes.org/
http://www.exbury.co.uk/


 

Research & Technology 

The RHS has opened its new Hilltop building at RHS Wisley in Surrey. This now houses the society’s scientific work. Pride of 

place is a new state- of- the- art herbarium, in which samples of cultivated plants can be kept for botanical research. 

Alongside it is the new home of the Wisley library, as well as research laboratories, teaching facilities and two new gardens 

devoted to growing food and promoting wellbeing 


