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The Committee would like to take this opportunity to wish you a Happy New Year and enjoyable gardening in 2020. 

Just to remind you that the Trading Hut opens on Saturday 25th January and as well as buying garden sundries you can also 

renew your 2020 membership which will cost £7. 

Harry Theobald Editor. 
 

The 13th Annual General Meeting of the Allotments and Gardens Association Salisbury took place on Tuesday 23rd October 

at Dennis Marsh House, Westminster Road, Salisbury.   

The Chairman, Harry Theobald, thanked everyone for attending.  

He thanked all Committee Members and Associate Members for their hard work and support throughout the year.  

Unfortunately Darren Blick and Gordon Johnson resigned from the Committee, but Kevin Huntley joined. 

There were 294 members in 2019  

The Trading Hut continues to be a main focus and income source for the Association and acts as an important centre and 

contact point for our members. The Hut is ably managed by Keith Lawrence with Lindsey Bellringer continuing her 

development of the seed range on offer. It would be reopening on Saturday 25th January with the usual opening times 

9.30am to 12.30pm. There will be 22 varieties of seed potatoes on sale. 

Events - The 13th Annual Horticultural Show was another resounding success. Thanks to Jon Allnutt and his team. 

We arranged two outings in 2019 the first was to the RHS Flower Show Cardiff and the second a trip to the New Forest 

Show with both proving popular. 

The Association again had a stand at The Transition City event in the Guildhall Square and signed more new members. 

The talks put on by Gordon Johnson for the Association were well attended but now Kevin Huntley will take over. 

The Accountant, Officers and Committee members were re-elected with the exception of Darren Blick and Gordon Johnson 

who were thanked for their time on the Committee. Kevin Huntley was elected.  

 

Trading Hut 

The trading hut will be open on Saturday 25th January 2019 and will continue every Saturday and Sunday until Sunday 27th 

September 2020 9.30am until 12.30pm.Then Sundays only in October 2020 9.30am until 12.30pm. We will be selling a 

total of 22 varieties of potatoes this year all priced at 2kg £2.50, 1kg £1.50 and 500g £0.75 except Pink Fir Apple at 2kg 

£3.00, 1kg £1.80 and 500g £0.90. With seeds, compost, manure and sundries at very competitive prices a visit to the shop 

is highly recommended. If you know of anybody who has a garden can you please tell them of the benefits of joining the 

Association as they do not have to own an allotment to become a Member?  The Committee are looking forward to seeing old 

and new members and offering our usual helpful, knowledgeable and friendly service, which includes refreshments and 

biscuits. 

With your help we will again be supporting two local charities: Salisbury Hospice (£185.51 raised in 2019) and Alzheimer’s 

Support (£69.70 raised in 2019) 

The potato varieties this year are: First Early: Winston, Swift, Rocket, International Kidney (Jersey Royals), Foremost, 

Red Duke of York. Second Early:  Marfona, Kestrel, Charlotte, Wilja, Estima. Main Crop:  Picasso, Setanta, Harmony, 

Maxine, Sarpo Mira, Pink Fir Apple, Desiree, King Edwards, Maris Piper, Cara, Amour. 

 

Talks 

The following programme of talks for 2020 is being run by Kevin Huntley 

January 16th ‘Coping with the UK weather in the Garden’. Speaker Ray Broughton 

February 20th ‘Simple Propagation’. Speaker Kelvin Mason 

March 19th ‘All about Herbs’, Speaker Robert Biggs 

April 16th ‘Growing in Containers’ Speaker Barry Newman 

 

The Venue for the talks in 2020 is still the United Reformed Church, Fisherton Street, Salisbury. Times remain the same 

19:00 for 19:30 start. The Committee have decided to charge £2 per person per talk. 

 

Outings 

There will be three outings in 2020 and the details will appear in future newsletters, on our website and posters in the 

Trading Hut.  



 

SNIPPETS 

 

RHS Shows 2020  

7-8 April: RHS London Spring Launch and Orchid Show 16-18 April: RHS London Botanical Art and Photography Show. 

17-19 April: RHS Flower Show Cardiff, 7-10 May: Malvern Spring Festival, 19-23 May: RHS Chelsea Flower Show, 11-

14 June: RHS Chatsworth Flower Show, 26-28 June RHS Garden Harlow Carr Flower Show 6-12 July: RHS Hampton 

Court Palace Flower Show, 22-26 July: RHS Flower Show Tatton Park, 5 August-9 August: RHS Garden Hyde Hall Flower 

Show, 14-16 August: RHS Rosemoor Flower Show, 8-13 September: RHS Garden Wisley Flower Show, 26-27 

September: Malvern Autumn Show,  

To book tickets, visit www.rhs.org.uk/shows  or call 0844 338 7501. 

 

General 

The horticultural industry is facing a ‘critical skills challenge’ due to an ageing workforce, and difficulties recruiting 

apprentices and filling skilled vacancies. The 2019 Horticultural Sector Skills Survey, undertaken by Pye Tait for the 

Ornamental Horticultural Roundtable Group is predicting skills gaps and skills shortages could seriously restrict future 

business growth. Its data found that the 10 percent of supervisor vacancies unfilled in the last three years will be 

compounded, because the number of supervisory positions needed in the industry will itself rise by 8.5 percent in the next 

two years. To read the survey go to www.rhs.org.uk/ohr  

 

Why not perk up your indoor plants by reading them a story? After all, back in 2009 RHS research conclude talking to 

plants can help make them flourish. Now online flat share website SpareRoom has launched Bedtime Stories for Plants, 

three short tales can be downloaded for free at https//static.spareroom.co.uk/downloads/bedtimestoriesforplants.pdf.  

 

Have you ever wondered where the seeds in seed packets come from? The development on new varieties is done in the UK 

but ‘bulking up’ the seeds (getting enough ready for sale) is usually done abroad for any number of reasons, not least the 

weather. Seeds grown in Australia can hit the UK market earlier as the seasons are reversed and they can be prepared over 

our winter. Seeds are also grown in Chile or Italy as these long thin countries offer a range of climates, ideal for suppliers 

to bulk up their seed varieties. If you are looking for UK grown seed your options may be limited. For more details go to 

www.seedsovereignty.info  

 

Gardens 

Development of the historic gardens at Chatsworth House, Derbyshire, continues apace with mass plantings of over 25,000 

trees, shrubs and perennials. The historically famous venue is currently focussing on an undeveloped 15-acre wooded hillside, 

now known as Arcadia, part of a bold vision to create brand new gardens and to revitalise existing features. Working to a 

plan by celebrated garden designer Tom Stuart-Smith and supported by the Gucci fashion house, Arcadia will see the 

creation of new meadow-like glades connected by woodland walks and featuring a major new sculpture installation. Work to 

establish 80,000 plants has started this autumn with other projects started in the next two years, with final work on the 

dramatic rockery scheduled for 2021. 

 

A dramatic seasonal garden, considered by many as the best example of its kind is being given a three-year long makeover. 

The Winter Garden at Anglesey Abbey, near Cambridge is being refreshed to intensify the dramatic effect created from 

vibrant colourful stems and scented winter flowers from around 150 species. It will remain open throughout the course of 

the refresh and gardeners will be on hand on selected days to answer questions about the project. For more info visit: 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk 

 

Coton Manor Garden in Northamptonshire has been named the top destination in the National Gardens Scheme for 2019. 

They were one of the six regional finalists which included Kew Green Gardens, Horatio’s Garden, The Manor House 

Stevington, Wollerton Old Hall and Larch Cottage Nurseries. For more info on gardens open as part of the NGS visit: 

www.ngs.org.uk 

 

A part of the last garden created by celebrated 18th century garden designer Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown has been 

earmarked for restoration. The ambitious project at Berrington Hall in Herefordshire will see the curved walled garden, one 

of very few examples which still exist, envisioned for future use. Built after Brown died in 1783, the feature was 

revolutionary. Its curved design helped foster an extended harvest of fruit as a part of the wall received sunlight at all 

times of the day. For more info visit: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/berringtonhall.  

 

National interest in daffodils is set to soar this spring thanks to the 250th anniversary celebrations of the poet William 

Wordsworth. The ‘Re-imagining Wordsworth’ initiative will see Dove Cottage, his home in the Lakes, revamped to become 

more authentic and atmospheric allowing visitors to experience the homestead as Wordsworth would have known it in 1800. 

For more info visit: www.wordsworth,org.uk/press/reimagining-wordsworth.250-years-on.   

http://www.rhs.org.uk/shows
http://www.rhs.org.uk/ohr
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http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
http://www.ngs.org.uk/
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Which Gardening Tests: Top recommendations: 

Patio roses: ‘Merengue’ (Red), ‘Pink Fizz (Pink), ‘Twist (Red, White and Cream), ‘Warm Welcome’ (Orange) Herb Planters: 

Hanging Planters ‘Ehio Corsica hanging planter’, Grow Bags and Pots ‘Kingfisher Gardening Herb growbag’, Other Planters 

‘Primrose Herb Wheel’. Natural Aphid Controls: ‘Neudorff BugFree Bug and Larvae Killer’. Chillies: Flavoursome Chillies 

‘Filius Blue’ (purple red), ‘Pearls’ (Red), Decorative Chillies ‘Firecracker’ purple, red, orange and yellow, ‘Prairie Fire’ orange, 

yellow and red. No-Grow Bird Seed:’ Peckish No Grow seed mix’, ‘Garden Wildlife Direct Premium No Grow No Waste No 

Husk Wild Bird Seed Mix, ‘RSPB No Grow Ground Mix.  Onions from Seed: ‘Armstrong’ (Gold), ‘Sunrise’ (Red). Petunias for 

Pots & Baskets: ‘Amore Fiesta’ (black cherry and cream), ‘Amore Queen of Hearts’ (pink and cream), ‘Chameletunia Mango’ 

(yellow and orange), ‘Night Sky’ (purple and white). New Potatoes: ‘Abbot’, ‘Belle de Fontenay’, ‘Epicure’, ‘Foremost’, ‘Home 

Guard’, ‘Rocket’. Impatiens: ‘Imara’, ‘Beacon’, Peat Free Compost: ‘Melcourt SylvaGrow Multipurpose Compost’ Blight-

resistant Tomato: ‘Consuelo’ 

 

Pests & Diseases 

For the first time in Europe, a fungal biological control has been released into the natural environment to control a weed. 

Trials of a rust fungus which attacks invasive, non-native Himalayan balsam have so far shown promising results. No natural 

pests or diseases affect it in the UK, but scientists led by agro-research organisation CABI found previously unidentified 

rust, that attacks only Himalayan balsam in its indigenous range (the Himalayan foothills). After extensive laboratory 

testing, under quarantine to ensure it does not affect other plants. Defra gave approval to release the rust at 47 sites in 19 

counties of England and Wales. So far results are encouraging, although some UK balsam populations appear to show natural 

resistance to the rust. A second strain of the fungus has also been released, and the search is on in the Himalaya for other 

strains that could give more complete control. For more info visit: www.himalayanbalsam.cabi.org 

Steps are now in place to prevent a damaging virus, which could pose a threat to roses in UK gardens, from entering the 

country. Rose rosette virus (RRV) is causing significant damage to plants in the USA and Canada but has yet to reach 

Europe. Now rose plants and cut flowers imported from Canada, India, Mexico or the USA must have phytosanitary 

certificate confirming they were grown in a RRV-free area. The virus is spread by a microscopic eriophyid mite, which feeds 

on the plants and is so small it can be transported by the wind. For more info search www.rhs.org.uknewpestanddiseaserisks  

 

Science & Technology 

PictureThis is a new app for smartphones and tablets that claims to be able to indentify any plant within 95% accuracy. 

Which magazine tried it with 23 plants and had accurate results to genus level on 19 of them and 16 to species level. 

Although it’s free to download, a subscription to its premium service costs from £1.79 a week (£50 a year). It also claims 

your copyright of the images you upload. 

 

Your help is needed in a nationwide experiment to test biodegradable plastics. Researchers at University College London 

have launched a citizen science experiment designed to collect data on current public opinion on biodegradable plastics, 

their use, how easily they are disposed of and how long they take to break down in home composting units in the UK. The 

initiative is divided into two parts: a short survey asking your opinion on biodegradable plastics and an optional home-

composting experiment where participants use and assess a range of biodegradable items manufacturers recommend for 

composting. After identifying how long you want to be involved, the next stage is to observe what happens and if possible 

take images showing how your experiment is going. For more information and to take part visit: 

www.bigcompostexperiment.org.uk  

 

Wildlife 

Crashes in insect populations have far reaching consequences for wildlife and people a new report has concluded. ‘Insect 

Declines And Why They Matter’, written by Prof. David Goulson, highlights the lasting effects of the declines on insect 

eating birds, bats and fish and the cost to society in terms of millions of pounds in lost revenue and damage to ecosystems. 

To view the report visit: www.flipsnack.com/devonwildlifetrust/insect-declines  

 

Garden and ornamental native plants most attractive to bees and other insect pollinators have been identified in a new 

scientific study. Research by a team based at the University of Sussex looked at 111 different ornamental plants, 

predominantly from Europe and North America and came up with a list of the top ten plants. They are: lesser catmint, 

sneezeweed, cranesbill, borage, oregano, New York aster, Culver’s root, flat-leaved eryngo, ice plant and lavender. 

 

The rainy weather is having a detrimental effect on young hedgehogs says a wildlife charity. Hundreds of baby hedgehogs 

or hoglets have to be rescued as it has hampered breeding leaving late broods too underweight to hibernate. They think the 

rise is due to this year’s wet weather drowning babies born earlier in the year. While hedgehog mothers have had another 

litter to replace them it’s too late in the year. If a hedgehog appears drunk or runs without purpose in daylight it may be 

dehydrated. If it’s not moving, place in a warm towel in a box with a warm water bottle and contact your local rescue centre. 

 

http://www.himalayanbalsam.cabi.org/
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Dense planting in borders with a bias towards natives, near-natives and some evergreen species is the best combination to 

support healthy populations of ground dwelling invertebrates. These are essential in the food chain and for helping break 

down organic matter and returning nutrients to the soil. These conclusions form part of the third paper published by RHS 

scientists from the four-year Plants for Bugs project. Staged at specially planted plots at Wisley, Surrey, the study set out 

to establish optimum planting to benefit pollinating, plant-inhabiting and ground-living invertebrates. For more info visit: 

www.rhs.org.uk/plants4bugs   

 

Environment 

A method that converts Japanese knotweed into carbon could prove a more environmentally friendly way of disposing of the 

invasive plant than being dumped in landfill. Environmet, a leading company in knotweed clearance, say the high temperature, 

no oxygen incineration process (called pyrolysis) kills the plant, removes naturally occurring tars to leave charcoal-like 

biochar, which infused with additives such as liquid organic fertiliser, can be used for soil improvement. The company is 

developing small scale apparatus that can move close to operations and are planning further research to improve the 

process. 

 

Many plants are now supplied in taupe plant pots. These are made from recyclable polypropylene that can be used to 

manufacturer new pots. You should be able to put them into your kerbside recycling, but when we searched council websites, 

few of them mentioned this and most said that plants pots and seed trays are recyclable. If your council doesn’t offer this 

at present search on recyclenow.com to find a nearby recycling point, or write to your council to ask them to update their 

policy. 

 

Germany is set to phase out glyphosate weedkiller by the end of 2023. The move comes as a result of health and 

environmental concerns, mainly relating to its impact on insect populations and its suspected links to cancer. UK retailers 

Morrisons, Dobbies Garden Centres and RHS Retail are also following suit whilst B&Q is currently reviewing whether or not 

to continue to stock glyphosate. Meanwhile, plenty of glyphosate-free alternatives are entering the market. Evergreen 

Garden Care, which makes the most widely known product, Roundup, recently launched a glyphosate free multipurpose 

weedkiller Roundup Speed Ultra. Last year, Westland Horticulture expanded its Resolva weedkiller range to include Resolva 

Zero a glyphosate free product. 

 

Asda’s fresh growing herbs now come in a soil plug encased in a paper sleeve rather than the usual plastic pot and film bag. 

Once you get your plant home, pop the soil plug into a container of your choice such as a mug or glass and recycle the paper 

sleeve. 

 

Plants 

An unusual, white-flowered Crinodendron hookerianum called ‘Alf Robbins’ is now on sale. A slow growing evergreen it’s said 

to be suited to small gardens with white, bell-like flowers from April-June. 

 

Chilli peppers will be appreciated for taste rather than heat, a professional breeder predicts. Mark Rowland of Gourmet 

Genetics says people are now tuning into the wide range of flavours of the peppers rather than trying to grow the hottest. 

He’s striving to grow more compact productive forms less sensitive to cold, north European weather focusing on Solanum 

baccatum which produces fruity, citrusy pods and S. frutescens which produces drier fruit with smokier flavours. He 

recommends mild, fleshy varieties ‘Little Bomb’ and ‘Big Bomb’ for stuffing, ‘Spangles’ for its multi-coloured fruit and high 

productivity and relatively hot ‘Turkish Pickling’.  Gourmet Genetics range is sold through Kings Seeds and will be available in 

the Association Trading Hut. 

 

An astonishing bedding plant that has taken Europe by storm is to debut in the UK in 2020. While xerochrysum ‘Granvia® 

Gold’ has typical stiff, papery flowers of the everlasting flower, or bracteantha, individual blooms are enormous. The 30cm 

(1ft) tall variety is also strong growing, well-branched and long flowering often from late April to autumn, performing well in 

our indifferent summer weather. It prefers a moist, but well drained soil or compost and full sun. It is eye-catching and 

good for patio pots or in flower borders. The variety is golden yellow in colour but a pink variety is being developed. It will 

be sold through Dobbies, Homebase and other mail order suppliers. 

 

Suttons new collection for 2020 includes a range called James Wong’s Botanical Infusions which encourages you to grow 

plants as home remedies. On offer are lemon balm, chamomile and worryingly the range also features meadowsweet which 

contains salicylic acid (from which aspirin is made) and St John’s Wort widely known as a herbal antidepressant, but which 

can also be used as a healing balm. Information on Suttons website warns not to give meadowsweet to children, pregnant 

women or anyone allergic to aspirin, but fails to mention the effect of salicylic acid on anyone with asthma or those on blood 

thinners such as warfarin or heparin. There is no warning about St John’s Wort either which when taken internally can have 

serious interactions with warfarin, decreasing its effectiveness, and also with a number of antidepressants. If you’re taking 

prescribed medicines, always check with your doctor before using herbal remedies. 

 

http://www.rhs.org.uk/plants4bugs

